Whitehorse United Church E-News, Week of Jan. 23, 2012

Greetings from Bev .....

Hello everyone - here's the newsletter.
Since it was prepared there are a couple of items I'd like to add though:

First, we had great worship yesterday - and as always our choir was a blessing.
And Barry is ...what can I say, he's magnificent. His postlude of "Halleluia" was
so beautiful, and you just had to be there to hear his offertory music!

This week I'll highlight the following:

- Worship committee tomorrow (tuesday) at 5:15

- Calligraphy course tomorrow (Tuesday) at 7

- Dessert theatre practice Saturday at noon

- and please remember after church this coming Sunday is our Annual Financial
Meeting. The budget and financial statement will be emailed to you this week
SO you can come prepared, and also so those of you who can't make it can be
fully informed.

Inside this newsletter you'll find a note about identifying church plates: since
that note came in, we've identified three of them: McLure, Crestview and
Whitmore United.

Finally, for the next two Wednesdays, at 8:30, Barb Chamberlain will be at choir
practice to offer short workshops on singing technique. Even if you're not in the
choir you're welcome to come and take advantage of this opportunity.

Blessings for your week.

Bev

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Upcoming Activities & Events

Date | Time / Location | Details
Ongoing
Thursdays | 7:15—8:00 a.m. Early Morning Bible Study — will commence again soon.
Church
January
24 5:15 p.m., church Worship Committee meeting
26 7:30 p.m., 42 Bell Cresc. Movie Night with Karen Walker
29 After church Annual Financial Meeting
Greeters: Takhini Acres Troop
February
3 6:30 p.m., Church Youth Group meeting
5 Greeter: Beth Roberts
11 Time to be determined Youth Group meeting — activity related to Feb. 3™ session;
wear weather relevant clothes today!
12 Greeters: Fred and Marylou Smith
19 Greeters: Jack and Faye Cable
23 6:30 p.m., Church Book Club - this month's book is Tiger by John Vaillant.
26 Greeter: Delaney Barton

NOTE: Every week after church there is a meeting of those who are preparing for adult
baptism/confirmation/faith exploration. If there are TEENS who are interested in these classes, Bev is
willing to meet separately with them, but they need to contact Bev this week.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Assistance Required

“NEW

........

Were you the donor? Can you help us identify?

As you know, we have a collection of plates from various churches around the country, on display in the
upper room. Recently, some plates have been donated but we don't know by whom. If you know where
the following plates came from, would you please let us know? Contact the church office or Jack Cable.

The plates are from: Crestview UC in Winnipeg, Whitmore Park in Regina, McClure in Edmonton, St Vital
in Winnipeg, Namao in Alberta, Windsor Park in Manitoba, St Johns, Moncton NB, St James Ottawa, and
St Luke's Presbyterian in Saltsprings NS

The next Whitehorse Connects day is February 22, 2012. For this
day, the Social Justice Committee of our church is organizing the collection
of small sized items for the hygiene kits that the residents of Macaulay Lodge
make up for us, e.g. small bottles of shampoo, toothpaste, soap etc.

The items can be left in the boxes at the door of the church, or can be taken to
Penny at Macaulay Lodge. She will probably need the items by February 15th
so the residents have time to assemble the kits.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Notices

“NEW -
" There will be Tai Chi for Cane users in Upper room on Mondays for 6 weeks starting Feb 6
at 11 am. Laura Beattie is the contact 456-7609

Attention Youth!!! Interested in governance and decision-making?

THIS IS A GENERAL COUNCIL YEAR - WOULDN'T IT BE WONDERFUL TO HAVE SOME OF OUR YOUTH

"NEW:

e P

ATTEND? CHECK OUT THE LINK. See the details at the end of the newsletter.

vvvvvvyy Getting ready for Valentine's Day vvvvvvvy

There will be Valentine cards for sale (proceeds to M&S) after church this Sunday

AND

We're offering singing valentine service again this year.

To order, call the church office. Tell us who you want the valentine to go to, where that person
will be (we'll go to work places, homes, restaurants.....) what time, and we'll appear, sing them a
song (you get your choice of a few songs), give them a card and be on our way.

Proceeds to the work of the church

A true bargain at $10.00 per valentine!

If you'd like to be part of the singing teams you're more than welcome. Let Bev know.

NEW:
" Book Club - next meeting Thursday Feb. 23, 6:30 at the church.
The book is Tiger by John Vaillant.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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-NEW/ -
" About This Week's Reading: Mark 1: 21-28
Pseudo-Dionysius taught that demons come from their source as Good. However, "They are evil insofar as
they have fallen away from the virtues proper to them. They have changed in the domain of what was
permanent in them. A weakness has appeared in the angelic perfection suitable to them." He could be
writing about me.

"The central thing," writes William Loader, "is enabling people to be how God made them to be." But | am
"possessed" by all kinds of distractions from my true self, as is my culture. The Desert Mothers and
Fathers, who knew lots about not only demons but the true self, counsel awareness. Liberation comes by
confronting the demons and embracing the true self, but also creating sacred spaces for necessary
encounters with truth.

Some quotes that may be helpful in considering this passage.

| have a nagging hunch that the gospel’s power in our own time is about to be manifested in a manner as
repugnant to the sensibilities of the society at large, and all of us who have accommodated ourselves to it,
as the early Christian message was to Roman paganism. Our society is possessed, Christians as much as
anyone. We are possessed by violence, possessed by sex, possessed by money, possessed by drugs. We
need to recover forms of collective exorcism as effective as was the early Christian baptism’s renunciation
of "the devil and all his works."

-Walter Wink - Engaging the Powers
Authority and authenticity

What the Fathers sought most of all was their own true self, in Christ. And in order to do this, they had to
reject completely the false, formal self, fabricated under social compulsion in "the world." ...

The simple men who lived their lives out to a good old age among the rocks and sands only did so because
they had come into the desert to be themselves, their ordinary selves, and to forget a world that divided
them from themselves. ...

We cannot do exactly what they did. But we must be as thorough and as ruthless in our determination to
break all spiritual chains, and cast off the domination of alien compulsions, and to find our true selves, to
discover and develop our inalienable spiritual liberty and use it to build, on earth, the Kingdom of God.

-Thomas Merton 1915-1968 - The Wisdom of the Desert (opening essay)

Another of the elders said: When the eyes of an ox or mule are covered, then he goes round and round
turning the mill wheel: but if his eyes are uncovered he will not go around in the circle of the mill wheel.
So too the devil if he manages to cover the eyes of a man, he can humiliate him in every sin. But if that

man's eyes are not closed, he can easily escape from the devil.

-The Wisdom of the Desert - Thomas Merton (trans. and ed.)

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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BELOW IS A MESSAGE FROM CELIA MCBRIDE, WHO HAS BEEN TAKING COURSES IN DEEPENING FAITH
AT NARAMATA CENTRE. SHE IS CURRENTLY WORKING ON A FILM THAT EMBODIES THE SPIRITUALITY
OF FORGIVENESS, AND I THINK IT'S MOST APPROPRIATE FOR OUR CHURCH TO KNOW WHAT SHE'S
DOING AND HOW INDIVIDUALS MIGHT HELP IF THEY WISH. AS YOU CAN SEE, CELIA WILL BE OUT OF
TOWN FOR A WHILE AND HAS ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS FOR HER AS SHE TRAVELS AND LEARNS.

While I'm gone could you please put me on the prayer list?

I could use the prayers of the congregation over the next few weeks as I take this course in Banff to hone
my directing skills for the the feature film I'm making.

Do you think it would be appropriate to put something in the newsletter about our campaign to raise
money for the movie?

Here is the link:

http://www.indiegogo.com/Last-Stop-For-Miles

It has a message of healing and hope and tells the story of a woman finding her way to self-forgiveness so
I do feel it is in alignment with faithful practice.

Lots of love and thanks. I'll miss everybody.

Celia McBride

Coordinator - ALFF Industry Forum
Last Stop for Miles

H 867.456.7830

C 867.335.2346

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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h%

naramata centre

a place of learning, spiritual nurture and renewal
Warm greetings from Naramata Centre. We hope 2012 is off to a great start for you!

We wanted to let your congregation know that we are accepting applications for our 3-week
Young Adult Leadership program until January 18™. Summer Staff applications are also now
available on our website for those interested in working with children, youth, all ages and
lifeguarding here at the Centre from July - August. Would you kindly consider printing the
following announcement in your bulletin for this coming Sunday?

Announcement for bulletin:

Opportunities for young adults at Naramata Centre
Your Voice, Your Power, Your Gifts:ngodult Leadership Program runs from
February 25, 2012. Please apply by January 18.

Summer Staff applications are now available online. Applications are due February
17, 2012. For more information about either of these opportunities please go to
our website: www.naramatacentre.net

Thanks for helping us circulate the news about these opportunities.
All the best,

Natalie Maxson, Program Director
Naramata Centre

United Church of Canada

Tel. 1-877-996-5751 (in AB & BC only)
Direct tel. (250) 496-5751 ext. 213
Fax: (250) 496-5800

skype: natalie.maxson

facebook: Nan At Naramata
www.naramatacentre.net

Beginning Jan 22nd there will be Valentine Cards for sale, with proceeds to Mission and Service. It's never
too early to think about Valentines! Also, you will want to know that we'll be doing the singing valentines
again this year, and we'll start to take orders soon.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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I have finally managed to put together a blog so that people can read about my adventures!
http://bedtimestoriesinbogo.blogspot.com/

I would also like you to note that people can subscribe to receive updates by email (that is every
time I post something new, it will show up in their email so they don't have to continuously check
all the time). People can also respond by commenting on the posts or by sending me an email.

Natasha Harvey

"Have you seen the latest Observer? There are articles about El Salvador, about faith and
nature (called Back to the Garden, by Margaret Atwood), about an innovative tutoring program
that is making a difference in dropout rates in high schools in Toronto and Winnipeg, the story of
Roma refugees who have moved to Canada, an article on the use of email for sharing information
in churches, and a theological piece called "What does it mean that Jesus Saves?" - and lots of
other information. The Observer is the national magazine of the United Church of Canada. You
can read it on line, or borrow a copy found in the narthex of our church, or you can subscribe to
receive your monthly copy.

Learn On-line: The Continuing Education program of the General Council is
presenting three web-workshops over the next two months.

These will be hands-on interactive opportunities to meet with others across the country by telephone
conference call and web-video, to wrestle with issues at the heart of ministry today.

Technology and Ministry
January 14, 21, and 28 1:00 - 4:00 pm Eastern time with facilitator Rev. Bob Fillier
www.united-in-learning.com/technology

Four evenings with Bruce Sanguin:
"Emerging Church: a Model for Change and a Map for Renewal"
Jan 31, Feb 7, 14, and 21 8:00 - 9:30 pm Eastern time
www.united-in-learning.com/sanguin
NOTE: BEV HAS SIGNED UP FOR THE "EMERGING CHURCH" SEMINAR IF ANYONE WANTS TO
JOIN HER.

Sankofa: The Histories and Heritages of Black Peoples in The United Church of Canada
Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 8:00 - 9:30 pm Eastern time with Adele Halliday
www.united-in-learning.com/blackhistory

For more information, and to register, please follow the links.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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From our Sisters and Brothers in other churches

Trinity Lutheran Church will host noon hour lunch studies on Jan 23 and 24. Everyone is
invited. Bring your lunch - Coffee, tea or juice will be provided.

CWL - MEN’S HATS, MITTS, SOCKS, SCARVES
The Catholic Women’s League is collecting these items for those in need. There is a box in the
entrance of the church for men’s mitts, hats, warm socks and scarves.

Also please check your closets for extra warm coats, pants and winter boots. If you are able to
donate any of these items, please drop them off at Maryhouse. Thank you!

-NEW,
" SPIRITUAL BOOK CLUB
This group meets once a month at the Oblate Centre, the 2™ Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. On
February the 9™, the group will finish reading and discussing the last three chapters of John
Welwood’s book, Perfect Love, Imperfect Relationships. In March, we will be reading a book
recommended by Ron Rolheiser, called A Mercy. If you are interested in being a part of this

group, please feel free to join us. Paddy Colfer is ordering the books for the group and can be
reached at 668-2091.

-NEWE
" CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
The meditation group meets Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the meeting room upstairs in Sacred
Heart church. Please use the side door of the church. New members are welcome to attend any
Monday evening. For further information, contact Eleanor 668-6197.

-NEW
" SCRIPTURE STUDY
Every Friday evening, Maryhouse hosts a discussion group on the Sunday scripture readings. If
you want to explore the Scriptures in preparation for Sunday Mass, come to Maryhouse, 506
Cook Street, on Friday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Letters of Interest

Date: January 11, 2012

Re: 2012 Global Service and Learning Opportunities:
Invitations from Partners

New Yeards greetings to you!

We are delighted to send you an electronic ¢tipy2012 Global Service and Learning
Opportunities: Invitations from Partners.This listing includes some requests you may have seen
before; there are several new ones appearing for the firfléase take time to go through it to

gain some initismiliarity before a potential inquirer contacts you.

We count on you to widely circulate these requests for personnel and invitations from global
partners. I f you would | i ke -fpeampumberic8@268e s, | et
378lHeat her s extension is 4017, Pattids is 401

The 2012 list is updated periodically. Together with related information it can be found on the
United Churchds website at:

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/global/overseas/

Living and working as mission personnel in a-cuttsgal context overseas is a unique opportunity

and offers many gifts and challengé®se challenges are best met by people who hespand

growing Christian faith, who are flexible, mature, resourceful, and who can live with ambiguity.

These persons have a healthy smaeeness, the ability to deal with unusual circumstances and are

able to handle occasional high levels of sftdsse y have a strong commit me|
justice and peace for all, and particularly for those who are marginalized or olpregsed.

someone like thisRlease encourage them to consider overseas mission service through The United
Church of @nada.

We have an intensive screening process, which can take several months. Individuals pursuing the
possibility of mission service overséasild start six months to one year in advande explore

such a ministryWe hope to haveMission Discernment Event in mid-February 20123 so

please encourage all potential inquirers to contact our office soon!

Peace,
Patti Talbot & Heather Spares

FULL LIST OF OPPORTUNITIES IS ATTACHED TO THE E-MAIL AS A
SEPARATE DOCUMENT

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at
www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Youth Forum, General Council 41 in Ottawa

Question: What kind of people make for good Youth Forum candidates?
Answer: Youth Forum is a place for youth who are

E

and sharing their faith

passionate about The United Church of Canada
demonstrate leadership

are interested in deepening their faith

have a willingness to express their faith (this can be in many different ways)

are interested in being part of a community of youth who are passionate about the UCC

Question: What's the difference between a youth who would be a good candidate for Youth
Forum, and a youth who would be best for a Youth Commissioner?

Answer: Great question!!!!

Youth Forum

Youth Commissioner

Skills and gifts of the person

- Passionate about the Church
- Expressed leadership

- Eager to explore questions of
faith

- Eager to place those
questions of faith in the
context of our denomination

- Willing to contribute to
difficult conversations about
tough issues that are facing
our church and our world

* Willing to engage the
broad topics in multi-age
table groups and in the
Youth Forum community

- Passionate about the Church
- Expressed leadership

- Eager to explore questions of
faith

- Eager to place those
questions of faith in the
context of our denomination

- Willing to contribute to
difficult conversations about
tough issues that are facing
our church and our world

* Willing to deal with and
vote upon specific issues
found in specific proposals
and commissions (or other
decision-making process)

Responsibilities -be an active, engaged -represent your
participant presbytery/Conference to your
best ability at the meeting and
in the three years following
GENERALLY, NOT in the
court debate, but engaged in FULLY ENGAGED in the
key concepts court debate
Age 15-20 15-30
Application process - Form submitted officially to | - Nomination as per the
the presbytery (secretary ora | Manual

delegated committee/group).

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at

www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
Page | 11




Whitehorse United Church E-News, Week of Jan. 23, 2012

- Followed by presbytery
nomination.

Support for the delegate - ANW YAYAM Committee | - ANW YAYAM Committee
-Youth Forum leadership team | - YAYAM rep at GC41

at the event

Deadline for application

Presbytery appointment no
later than APRIL 30, 2012

Presbytery appointment in
Feb/Mar

Conference appointment at
Conference Meeting

Question: Where can I find more information about Youth Forum?

Answer: www.gc4l.ca

Question: Where can I get more information about Youth Commissioners?

Answer: www.anwc-yayam.ca

or contact the Conference Office 780.435.3995, or sgibbons@anwconf.com

Check out our website www.whitehorseunited.org. and keep in touch with the UCC nationally at

www.united-church.org.

Church Office: 667-2989
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Alberta Pastoral Care Association
Adth Annual Conference
Camrose, April 16th and 17th, 2012

Calgary, AB T2X 3N5

neiudes all conference sessions, banquet,
APCA Convention 2012

unehaon and all nuirition breaks,

Or mail cheques payable o

Hotel Accommodations

Registrants are responsible for
making their own accommodation
arrangements.

Norsemen inn
6505 48 Avenue
Camrose, Alberta
Morsemeninn.com

Special hotel room rates for conference

attendees have been arranged at the

Norseman Inn. Please call
1-877-477-9171

to make your reservation and cuote "APCA
Conference” to receive your special rate.
Rooms must be booked by April 1, 2012.

- QO -O-O-
The Alberta Pastoral Care

Association Presents their
44th Annual Conference
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This conference would be
of interest to:
Chaplains Social Workers

Care Givers Volunteers
Health Care Workers

This conference has been
made available with the help of

BETHANY

GROUP

Dr. Nancy Kehoe of Harvard University

April 16th and 17th, 2012
To be held at the
Morsemen Inn
6505 48 Avenue
Camrose, Alberta



Conference Agenda

Monday, April 16

11:00 am Registration

On Own Lunch

1:.00 pm Welcome & Opening Devotion

1:30 pm Dr. Nancy Kehoe

2:45 pm Break

3:00 pm Break Out Sessions

4:00 pm Break

4:15 pm APCA Annual Meeting

6:00 pm Banquet & Entertainment

Tuesday, April 17

On Own Breakfast

9:00 am Morning Devotion & Check In

9:30 am Dr. Nancy Kehoe

10:45 am Break

11:15 am Break Out Sessions

12:30 pm Lunch

1:30 pm Closing & Devotion

APCA Proudly Presents:
Keynote Speaker

Dr. Nancy Kehoe
Department of Psychiatry
Cambridge Health Alliance
Harvard Medical School

Dr. Kehoe is a pioneer in the
field of mental health where she
is best known for her ground-
breaking work in addressing the
spiritual needs of those with
mental iliness. She has also
been widely acclaimed through
her conference presentations
across the United States and in
Canada where she is known for
her “common-touch” and her
sharing of “life-stories.” A mem-
ber of the Religious of The Sa-
cred Heart, she is passionately
committed to the role of spiritual
health through all the stages of
life. Dr. Kehoe will present on
both Monday and Tuesday on

the theme of Thriving at any Age.

For more information
Contact person: Rev. Norman Lentz
Phone: 780.679.1013
E-mail:
norman.lentz@thebethanygroup.ca

Break Out
Session Speakers

‘Relationships, A Key to a Longer
Life” by Richard Duncan, RPN.
There are numerous studies that indi-
cate having healthy relationships help
extends our lives. Let's discover the
why and how of this.

“Radical Hospitality” by Randal
Nickel, whose focus is that as care-
givers, we need to work with people
regardless of our like/dislike of that
person. We need to be radically hos-
pitable to gain trust and then look to
encourage growth and change.

“Finding Meaning & Purpose When
Confined by Health Issues” by
Suzette Bremault-Phillips, OT, PhD.
When confronted with health chal-
lenges, people are often left strug-
gling to both maintain their vitality and
answer existential questions. This
session will outline mental, spiritual
and physical challenges that arise
when health diminishes, and ways to
support individuals as they discover
and reframe their life’s meaning and
purpose amidst new found limitations.




